
Town of Coventry 
Department of Planning and Development 
1675 Flat River Road, Coventry, RI 02816 

Tel. 401-822-9196 Fax. 401-822-6236 

To:   The Honorable Town Council 
From:   Doug McLean, Director of Planning and Development 
Date:   September 4, 2025 
Re:   Planning Commission Recommendation and Background on Ordinance 2025-19 

This memorandum serves as cover to the enclosed Planning Commission recommendation on 
Ordinance 2025-19 (Coventry Centre Planned District).  At its August 27th meeting, the Planning 
Commission voted to provide a positive recommendation to the Town Council, and also voted 
to approve the associated Major Land Development - Master Plan Application, contingent on the 
Council’s final decision on Ordinance 2025-19.  There are additional steps in the Major Land 
Development review process following the Master Plan and Zoning Change considerations, so 
the project is not considered complete or fully approved by the Planning Commission at this time 

As general background on the proposed Major Land Development, the “Coventry Centre” project 
would be located at the corner of Arnold Road and New London Turnpike, on AP 7, Lots 23 and 
24. Both of the subject lots are currently zoned I-1 (Industrial) and are practically vacant aside
from one unoccupied house. The applicant proposes to redevelop this 16-acre site with
commercial uses on Lot 23 (directly facing the intersection), and residential uses on Lot 24. The
proposed commercial uses would combine for a total of 48,000 GSF dedicated to a mix of retail,
restaurant, drive-thru, and gas station/convenience store uses. The proposed residential uses
would combine for a total of 4 buildings and 218 multifamily units, a percentage of which shall
be deed-restricted affordable.  For detailed background materials on this proposed Major Land
Development, including the Planning Staff Report, the applicant’s Traffic Study, and the Town’s
3rd party peer review of the Traffic Study, please visit the following URL:
https://www.coventryri.gov/node/13226.

The applicant has proposed a number of changes to Ordinance 2025-19 since its original posting.  
The Planning Commission’s recommendation took these proposed changes into account. 

The changes that were discussed prior to the August 27th meeting were as follows: 
• Line 111 - deletion of the phrase “…not to be located in residential areas…”
• Line 120 - add phrase “…; walk in and urgent care;…”
• Line 170 - changing 60’ to 65’
• Line 230 - replacement of the phrase “…are not permitted. Parapets…” with “…shall be

avoided; however, parapets… ” 
• Renumbering throughout the document to conform to the Code’s existing numbering

convention (alternating letters and numbers) 

Planning Staff were aware of these changes prior to the meeting and have no concerns with them. 

During the August 27th Planning Commission meeting, the applicant requested one additional 
change as follows: 

• Line 147 – change the required percentage of affordable (LMI) units from “18%” to “15%.”

Planning staff were not aware of the above noted change prior to the August 27th meeting. 

If you have any questions or would like additional information on this matter, please do not 
hesitate to contact me: dmclean@coventryri.gov or 822-9184. 
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